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COMTA STANDARD 
 

E. Institutional Facilities 
 
Non-instructional facilities (administrative facilities and “common areas”) support the 
continuation of the school and programs, are adequate to meet the mission and 
objectives, and are in compliance with all applicable laws, building codes and health and 
safety regulations.  
 
1. Non-instructional facilities (e.g., lobbies, offices, restrooms, lounges, and campus 

grounds) are safe, accessible, clean, well lit, suitably furnished, and adequate to meet 
the purpose of the area. 

 
2. If the institution provides student housing, the facilities meet fire, safety, and 

sanitation standards as required by the applicable regulatory authorities. 
 

 
 

Definition of “Institutional Facilities” 

The facilities which are covered in this standard are non-instructional.  The 
classrooms, library and clinic spaces were described in Standard IV because they are 
evaluated for both programmatic and institutional accreditation. 

For those seeking institutional accreditation from COMTA, the Commission must also 
review the rest of the school’s facilities.  

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

• There is so much variation in the type of institutional facilities we see.  What 

makes your facilities uniquely suited to your mission/culture/students? 



 

This includes but is not limited to:  

• Administrative offices 
• “Common areas” 

o Lobby 
o Lounges 
o Campus grounds 
o Restrooms 

• Student housing (if offered) 

 

The Self-Study Report includes some basic narrative descriptions and evidence 
submission, but this standard is primarily verified through the onsite visit.  It is often a 
fun part of the visit for the school staff who are proud to invite others’ into their school, 
as well as the peer reviewers who enjoy observing the wide variety of school facilities 
and what makes institutions unique. 

 

During the visit, reviewers will be looking for two primary things of these spaces: 

1. Are they suitable to achieve their purpose? 

This includes being safe, accessible, clean, well-lit, suitably furnished, 
comfortable, etc. 

2. Are they in compliance with all health and safety codes? 

This includes building permits/codes, fire inspections and any other 
applicable local regulations. 

 

 

 


